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Executive Summary 
  
• The City’s Latino population continued its steady increase from 1.7 million people and 24% of the 
total population in 1990 to over 2.5 million and 29.4% of all New Yorkers in 2015. 
  
• Within the Latino population Puerto Ricans declined in absolute and relative terms from 861,000 and 
49% of all Latinos the City in 1990 to 701,000 and 28% of the New York’s Latinos in 2015. 
 
• Over the same period Dominicans increased in size to become New York City’s largest Latino 
nationality. In 1990 there were about 349,000 Dominicans living in the City and they were 20% of all 
Latinos. By 2015 the Dominican population had more than doubled from 1990 to 723,000 and they 
comprised 29% of the New York’s Latino population. 
  
• Mexicans were the third largest Latino national subgroup in the City and increased from 58,000 and 
3% of all Latinos in 1990 to 377,000 and 15% of the New York’s Hispanic population in 2015. 
Between 1990 and 2010 Mexicans had been the fastest growing Latino nationality but growth, and 
probably migration to the City, slowed considerably after 2010. 
  
• There were about 85,000 Ecuadorians in the City in 1990 and they were 5% of all Latinos. By 2015, 
largely because of migration, there were 223,000 Ecuadorians in New York and they comprised 9% 
of the City’s Latinos. 
 
• The Colombian population, the City’s fifth largest nationality grew only slightly from 92,000 and 5% 
of all Latinos in New York in 1990 to 102,000 and 4% of all Latinos in 2015. 
  
• By 2015 over 32% of the City’s Latinos lived in the Bronx; 26% in Queens, 21% in Brooklyn, 17% in 
Manhattan, and  only 4% in Staten Island. 
  
• About 56% of the total population of the Bronx was of Latino origin in 2015, 28% of Queens, 26% of 
Manhattan, 20% of Brooklyn, and 18% of Staten Island. 
  
• About 38% of all Puerto Ricans in the City lived in the Bronx while 46% of all Dominicans lived there 
in 2015. 
 
• About 56% of Ecuadorians and 70% of Colombians lived in Queens in 2015. 
 
• Mexicans were concentrated in Queens where 31% lived, Brooklyn 30%, and Manhattan 22%. 
  
• There were extraordinary differences in the sex ratios of Latino nationalities in New York City.  There 
were 139 Mexican men for every 100 women in 2015 and 134 Ecuadorian men for every 100 
women in the same year. 
  
• In every other group females were dominant: For Puerto Ricans there were 100 women for every 76 
men; 100 women for every 74 male Dominicans; and 100 female Colombians for every 72 males in 
2015. 
  
• These data suggest overwhelming female migration for Dominicans, Puerto Ricans, and 
Colombians while males dominated migratory flows for Mexicans and Ecuadorians to the City. 
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• Latinos were the youngest of all race/ethnic groups in the City with a median age of 33 in 2015. 
Mexicans were the youngest of the Latino nationalities with a median age of 26 followed by 
Dominicans at 32, Ecuadorians at 33, Puerto Ricans, 37, and Colombians at 41. 
 
• About 77% of all Latinos in the City were citizens because of birth or naturalization in 2015. 59% 
were citizens by birth in the U.S. and 18% of the City’s Latinos were naturalized citizens. 23% were 
not citizens. 
  
• Latinos increased from 18% to 24% of all eligible voters in New York City between 1990 and 2015. 
 
•  In 1990 70% of the Latino electorate was of Puerto Rican origin and they comprised 13% of the 
City’s total eligible voters.  But by 2015 Puerto Ricans had declined to 40% of the Latino electorate 
and 10% of the citizen voting-age population in the City. 
 
• Over the same period Dominicans increased from 10% to 26% of all Latino possible voters and from 
2% to 6% of the City’s total electorate.   
  
• Latinos in the City had the lowest college graduation rate of all the race/ethnic groups in 2015 at 
17% of all adults 25 years of age and older.  But this was a substantial increase from 9% in 1990. 
 
• Colombians had a college graduation rate of 27% in 2015 while Puerto Ricans, Dominicans, 
Ecuadorians and Mexicans had rates of between 13% and 15%. 
  
• Latinos also had the largest portion of their adult population which had not graduated high school at 
34% in 2015, but this was a sharp decline from 51% of non-high school graduates in 1990. 
  
• Latinos had the lowest median household incomes of the City’s race/ethnic groups in 2015 and 
experienced a slight increase in median incomes in inflation-adjusted dollars from 1990. 
  
• About 34% of all Latino households earned $75,000 or greater in 2015 compared with 60% of non-
Hispanic white households, 49% of Asian households, and 44% of non-Hispanic black households. 
 
• More Latinos lived in poverty compared with the City’s other race/ethnic groups (27%) in 2015 but 
this was a decline from 33% in 1990. 
 
• The childhood poverty rate for Latinos was even higher in 2015 at 37%, but this was a decline from 
45% in 1990 
  
• Latinos had unemployment rates at 7% compared with non-Hispanic whites (4%) and blacks (8%) 
and Asians (5%) in 2015. 
  
• Bilingualism was an integral part of Latino culture in the City as 77% of all Latinos reported good 
English language skills in 2015 and 83% reported speaking Spanish at home, a decline from the 
88% found in 1990. 
  
• About 86% of all Latinos in the City reported having some kind of health insurance coverage in 
2015, although this was lower than the City’s other race/ethnic groups. 
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 Introduction 
 
This report is an update to the CLACLS report “The Latino Population of New York City, 1990—2010” 
issued in November 2011.1 It uses the most current data from the U.S. Census Bureau’s 2015 
American Community Survey released in October 2016. The report examines a wide range of social 
and economic variables tracing how these changed for Latinos in general within the City in 
comparison to non-Hispanic whites, non-Hispanic blacks, and Asians.  It also examines the changes 
within the five largest Latino nationalities in the City: Dominicans, Puerto Ricans, Mexicans, 
Ecuadorians, and Colombians.  There has been a definitive transformation in Latino New York’s 
population as without question, according to census data, the Dominican population has surpassed 




Between 1990 and 2015 New York City’s Latino population increased in both absolute terms and as a 
percentage of New York City’s total population. Although there were fewer Latinos than African 
Americans in 1990, by 2000 Latinos had become the second most numerous race/ethnic group in the 
City behind non-Hispanic whites and this continued to 2015 when the city’s over 2.5 million Latinos 
comprised 29% of New York’s population compared with 22% who were non-Hispanic blacks and 
32% who were non-Hispanic  whites. (See table 1). 
 
Latino annual population growth rates over the period between 1990 and 2015 were significantly 
higher than those of non-Hispanic whites and blacks, and suggest that in all likelihood Latinos will 
become the largest race/ethnic group in the City in the near future.  This will depend on immigration 
patterns as well as birth and fertility rates.  But the gradual decline of New York City’s non-Hispanic 
white population and lack of growth among its black population point to the probability that Latinos will 
surpass both groups in size sometime before 2020. 
 
Among Latino national subgroups the trends established after 1990 are very clear.  There has been a 
gradual decline in the City’s Puerto Rican population which accounted for 49% of all Latinos in 1990 
and 28% in 2015.  Over the same period the Dominican population continued to expand because of 
ongoing immigration and reproduction and in 2015 made up 29% of the City’s Latino population, its 
                                              
1 This report may be downloaded at http://clacls.gc.cuny.edu/files/2013/10/The-Latino-Population-of-New-York-City-1990-
2010.pdf The current report is based on the U.S. Census Bureau’s Public Use Microdata Series (PUMS) data for 1990, 
2000, 2010, and 2015 organized and released by IPUMS USA at the Minnesota  Population Center of the University of 
Minnesota,  See Steven Ruggles, Katie Genadek, Ronald Goeken, Josiah Grover, and Matthew Sobek. Integrated Public 
Use Microdata Series: Version 6.0 [Machine-readable database]. Minneapolis: University of Minnesota, 2015.  
 
Demographic data on Latino nationalities in New York City were generated using the data on Hispanics provided by the 
Census Bureau as the HISPAND variable and adding data derived from ancestry data of the individual or his/her parents’ 
place of birth to each national subgroup.  CLACLS created a LATINOS variable with the results of this procedure. For 
technical details of how this was accomplished contact CLACLS.One of the problems in enumerating Hispanics has been 
a category of people labeled as ‘Other Hispanics’ whose ancestry and nationality is unknown.  Using ancestry data the 
nationality of some of these ’Other Hispanics’ may be determined. 
 
2 CLACLS issued a report in November 2014 which analyzed data suggesting this had  occurred by then although the data 
was not definitive.  It is now.  See Laird W. Bergad, “Have Dominicans Surpassed Puerto Ricans to become New York 
City’s Largest Latino Nationality? An Analysis of Latino Population Data from the 2013 American Community Survey for 
New York City and the Metropolitan Area” available for download at 
http://clacls.gc.cuny.edu/files/2014/11/AreDominicansLargestLatinoNationality.pdf 
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Non-Hispanic White 3,165,172 43.5% 2,810,842 35.1% 2,717,796 33.0% 2,743,091 31.9% -1.2% -0.4% 0.2% -0.6%
Non-Hispanic Black 1,863,380 25.6% 1,951,027 24.4% 1,875,108 22.8% 1,878,755 21.9% 0.5% -0.4% 0.0% 0.0%
Asian 493,713    6.8% 781,176    9.8% 1,038,369 12.6% 1,202,800 14.0% 4.7% 3.2% 3.0% 3.6%
Latino 1,753,456 24.1% 2,226,907 27.8% 2,396,374 29.1% 2,523,116 29.4% 2.4% 0.8% 1.0% 1.5%
Other 4,385        0.1% 234,807    2.9% 207,158    2.5% 242,412    2.8% 48.9% -1.4% 3.2% 17.4%
Total 7,280,106 100.0% 8,004,759 100.0% 8,234,805 100.0% 8,590,174 100.0% 1.0% 0.3% 0.8% 0.7%
New York City Population by Race/Ethnicity 1990 - 2015
Table 1






















Puerto Rican 860,889    49.1% 816,827    36.7% 738,978    30.8% 700,546    27.8% -0.5% -1.1% -1.1% -0.8%
Dominican 348,951    19.9% 547,379    24.6% 605,840    25.3% 723,077    28.7% 4.6% 1.1% 3.6% 3.0%
Mexican 58,410      3.3% 187,259    8.4% 342,699    14.3% 376,548    14.9% 12.4% 6.9% 1.9% 7.7%
Ecuadorian 85,155      4.9% 149,897    6.7% 210,532    8.8% 222,793    8.8% 5.8% 3.8% 1.1% 3.9%
Colombian 91,769      5.2% 109,710    4.9% 101,784    4.2% 101,848    4.0% 1.8% -0.8% 0.0% 0.4%
Others 308,282    17.6% 415,835    18.7% 396,541    16.5% 398,304    15.8% 3.0% -0.5% 0.1% 1.0%
Total 1,753,456 100.0% 2,226,907 100.0% 2,396,374 100.0% 2,523,116 100.0% 2.4% 0.8% 1.0% 1.5%
Largest Latino Nationalities in New York City, 1990 - 2015
Table 2
1990 2000 2010 2015 Annual Population Growth Rates
largest contingent. Between 1990 and 2010 Mexicans had been the City’s fastest growing Latino 
nationality, but growth slowed after 2010, in all likelihood because of a decrease in migration to the 
City from Mexico and from other parts of the U.S.  But even by 2000 Mexicans were the third largest 
Latino nationality in the City and in 2015 Mexican-origin persons were 15% of all New York City’s 







If annual population growth rates between 2000 and 2015 are used to calculate the future national 
distribution of New York City’s Latino population, Dominicans will continue to grow meteorically, 
Puerto Ricans will continue to decline in the City, and Mexicans will surpass Puerto Ricans in about 
2036 to become the City’s second largest Latino national sub group. There are no assurances that 
these annual population growth rates will continue into the future as migration and reproductive rates 
will inevitably change. (See figure 1). These conclusions are substantially different from those 
indicated in the 2011 report which projected that Mexicans would become the City’s largest Latino 
nationality based on growth rates among Mexicans between 2000 and 2010. These rates have 
slowed considerably. 
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Puerto Ricans Dominicans Mexicans
Figure 1
Hypothetical Population Projections Among Puerto Ricans, Dominicans, and Mexicans in New York City





















The continued increase in the City’s Latino population was closely connected to relatively high birth 
rates and ongoing immigration.  Two general demographic indicators, the crude birth rate and the 
general fertility rate, demonstrate that reproductive rates among New York City’s Hispanics were 
similar to those found among non-Hispanic whites and blacks and were lower than for Asians.3  In 
2015 the crude birth rate for New York City’s Latinos was 14 compared with 13 for non-Hispanic 
blacks and 15 for non-Hispanic whites.  The general fertility rate for City Latinos was 62 compared 
with 56 for non-Hispanic blacks and 68 for non-Hispanic whites in 2010. (See table 3). The difference 
between Latinos and the other major race/ethnic groups are that there has been continued migration 
to New York City from Latin America and the Caribbean, especially from the Dominican Republic, 
Mexico, and Ecuador.4 Mexicans, Dominicans, and Ecuadorians had the highest natural reproductive 
rates compared with Puerto Ricans and Colombians who had significantly lower crude birth and 
general fertility rates. 
                                              
3 The crude birth rate is the number of live births in a given year per 1,000 people.  The general fertility rate is the number 
of live births in a year divided by the number of women aged 15–44, times 1000. Data on population were derived from the 
ACS 2015 population files. Data on live births were drawn from Table PO2 and PO3, p. 73, Bureau of Vital Statistics, New 
York City Department of Health and Mental Hygiene, Summary of Vital Statistics 2014 The City of New York  available on 
the internet at: https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/doh/downloads/pdf/vs/2014sum.pdf 
 
4 The crude birth rate among Latinos in New York City declined from 17 to 14 between 2010 and 2015 and the general 
fertility rate fell from 70 to 62.  These trends are important to take note of and may suggest increased utilization of family 
planning among the City’s Latino population. 
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Non-Hispanic White 15 68
Non-Hispanic Black 13 56
Latino 14 62
Asian 17 69
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Rates by New York City Race/Ethnic Groups



























It also should be noted that although Latinos made up 29% of the City’s total population, when the 
City’s youth are examined, Latinos comprised 36% of all people 18 years of age and younger in 2015 
compared with 26% for non-Hispanic whites; 23% for non-Hispanic blacks; and 12% Asians.  The 
implications of this for public education are monumental as Latinos comprised the largest segment of 
the City’s school-age children, something that will increase in the future because of migration and 
reproduction. 
 
Latinos continued to arrive in the U.S. and settle in New York City in increasing numbers each decade 
after 1950 as suggested by the number of foreign-born Latinos living in the City in 2015.  By 2015 
about 43% of the Latino population was foreign born including Puerto Ricans born on the island. 
Although the national groupings changed over time, more Latinos living in the City arrived in the 
United States between 2000 and 2009 than in any prior decade. Between 2000 and 2009 these data 
suggest that about 31,720 Latinos arrived annually, although this declined to 28,826 yearly between 
2010 and 2015.  These data must be used with caution because they do not measure migration, but 
rather the numbers of foreign-born Latinos living in the City and their years of arrival. (See figure 2). 
 
There was, of course, a great deal of variation in the periodization of immigration to the U.S. among 
the City’s Latinos by nationality as suggested by the foreign-born Latino population in the City in 2015.  
Among the five major Latino national subgroups Puerto Rican migration peaked in the 1950s and 
1960s and then declined.  Dominicans have been the largest group arriving in the City in every 
decade and period after 1970 and if the arrival data are examined after 2010 Dominicans are the only 
Latino nationality which did not experience a decline in yearly arrivals after the 2000-2009 decade.  
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Before 1950 1950-59 1960-69 1970-79 1980-89 1990-99 2000-09 2010-2015
Figure 2
Number of Foreign-Born Latinos Living in New York City in 2015
by Time Period of Arrival in the United States
Note:  These data include Puerto Ricans born in Puerto Rico. The total number of foreign-born Latinos living in 
New York City in 2015, including island-born Puerto Ricans was 1,077,424.
More Mexicans and Ecuadorians arrived in New York after 2000 than in prior decades but it is 





























Yet, there were some major transformations occurring after 2000 when the nativity of the City’s Latino 
population is considered.  For the very first time since the end of the Second World War the absolute 
number of foreign-born Latinos, combined with island-born Puerto Ricans, declined and population 
growth was fueled increasingly by the expansion of U.S.-born Latinos. Between 1990 and 2000 the 
foreign-born Latino population increased from 962,155 to 1,239,140 for a net gain of 276,985 people. 
However, between 2000 and 2010, despite the continued arrival of significant numbers of Mexicans, 
Dominicans, and Ecuadorians among others, New York City’s foreign-born Latino population 
increased marginally in absolute terms by only about 2,400 people. 
  
These trends continued and in 2015 for the very first time the number of foreign-born Latinos in the 
City had declined from 2010 (1,241,569) to 1,077,424 in 2015. Additionally, foreign-born Latinos fell 
from about 52% of the total Hispanic population in 2010 to 43% in 2015. This means that foreign-born 
Latinos, in all likelihood an older segment of the population, had begun to gradually leave the City for 
surrounding suburban communities, they died, or they moved elsewhere in the U.S. or perhaps back 
to their home countries in relatively small numbers.  The implications of this reversal for the future, if 
this trend holds, is that second, third, and subsequent generations of Latinos born in the U.S. will 
became demographically dominant in absolute and relative numbers, despite ongoing migration. This 
may have an extraordinary impact on socioeconomic indicators among the overall Latino population 
since domestic-born Latinos tend to demonstrate higher incomes, better educational attainment 
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Mexicans
Puerto 
Ricans Colombians Ecuadorians Dominicans
Other 
Latinos All Latinos
Before 1950 250            17,204   371              1,187         1,238     20,250      
1950-59 753            44,139   440            1,261           3,218         8,448     58,259      
1960-69 1,459        44,891   7,422         10,228        22,769       21,059   107,828    
1970-79 5,085        29,598   10,209       14,897        40,985       27,279   128,053    
1980-89 28,626      27,100   15,184       29,059        84,828       51,154   235,951    
1990-99 63,698      17,517   17,907       36,644        110,620     55,782   302,168    
2000-09 80,613      13,969   18,328       45,707        104,146     54,441   317,204    
2010-15 16,810      4,957     7,205         16,920        76,948       26,118   148,958    
Total 197,294    199,375 76,695       155,087      444,701     245,519 1,318,671 
1950-59 84              4,904     49               140              358             939        6,473        
1960-69 162            4,988     825            1,136           2,530         2,340     11,981      
1970-79 565            3,289     1,134         1,655           4,554         3,031     14,228      
1980-89 3,181        3,011     1,687         3,229           9,425         5,684     26,217      
1990-99 7,078        1,946     1,990         4,072           12,291       6,198     33,574      
2000-09 8,957        1,552     2,036         5,079           11,572       6,049     35,245      
2010-15 2,802        826         1,201         2,820           12,825       4,353     24,826      
Note: For Puerto Ricans 'foreign-born' means born on the island.
Table 4
Number of Foreign-Born Latinos Living in New York City in 2015 by Time Period
of Arrival in the United States by Latino Nationality
Yearly Arrival Data for Foreign-Born Latinos
levels, and lower poverty rates than their foreign-born counterparts. These indicators will be 




Table 5 presents a very detailed portrayal of the changes in the foreign-born and domestic-born 
population of the five largest Latino nationalities in the City by borough.  These dense data are 
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Puerto Ricans Dominicans Mexicans Ecuadorians Colombians All Latinos
1990 2000 2010 2015
Figure 3
Foreign-Born Latinos in New York City by Largest Nationalities, 1990 - 2015
(in percentages of total populations)











1990 2000 2010 2015
Bronx
Queens
Brooklyn Manhattan Staten Island
Figure 4
























The spatial distribution of the City’s Latinos gradually shifted between 1990 and 2015.  By 2015 about 
80% of all Latinos lived in the Bronx (32%), Queens (26%), and Brooklyn (21%). Manhattan 
experienced a relative decline from 22% of all Latinos in 2000 to 17% in 2015, while Staten Island 
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Puerto Ricans Dominicans Mexicans Ecuadorians Colombians
Bronx
Manhattan
Staten Island Brooklyn Queens
Figure 5
Percentage of  Population of Major Latino Nationalities Living in Each Borough, 2015
The concentration of Latino populations throughout the city is depicted in Maps1 and 2.  Bronx 
neighborhoods, with the exception of Riverdale, were heavily Latino as were the northern Manhattan 
neighborhoods of Inwood/Washington Heights and East Harlem.  In Queens, Jackson Heights, 
Elmhurst, East Elmhurst, and Corona have had large concentrations of Latinos from the 1980s.  In 
Brooklyn, North and South Bushwick and East and West Sunset Park were neighborhoods with dense 
Latino populations. 
 
There were, of course, varied patterns of population concentration by Latino nationalities and these 
are indicated in figure 5.  About 38% of all Puerto Ricans and 46% of all Dominicans in the City lived 
in the Bronx by 2015. For Dominicans the second largest borough of residence was Manhattan where 
24% of all Dominicans lived, concentrated in Washington Heights.  For Puerto Ricans, Brooklyn 
(23%) was the second largest borough of population concentration.  Mexicans were concentrated in 
Queens (31%) and Brooklyn (30%), Queens, and the Bronx (22%).  Ecuadorians were heavily 
concentrated in Queens where 55% of the City’s Ecuadorian population lived.  Colombians were the 
most concentrated of all the Latino national subgroups with 70% living in Queens. (See maps 3 
through 7 in the map appendix, p. 57). 
 
In the Bronx 41% of all Latinos living there were Dominicans while 33% were Puerto Ricans in 2015.  
Puerto Ricans were dominant in Brooklyn where they comprised 31% of all Latinos with Mexicans at 
22%, and Dominicans at 20%.  Queens was the most diversified of all the boroughs in 2015 with 
respect to Latino national subgroups as Puerto Ricans and Ecuadorians, the largest groups, 
accounted for 18% each of the total Latino population.  At 41% of all Latinos in Manhattan, 
Dominicans were the borough's largest Latino contingent in 2015 followed by Puerto Ricans at 26%. 
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The Bronx experienced a fairly significant demographic transformation between 1990 and 2015 as the 
Latino population surged.  There were a little over 500,000 Latinos living in the borough in 1990 
accounting for about 43% of all Bronx residents.  By 2015 56% of the Bronx’s population was 
comprised of Latinos — about 809,000 people.  This was largely due to the large-scale relocation of 
the Dominican population from upper Manhattan, and the arrival of Mexicans to the Bronx.  In 1990 
41% of all Dominicans in the City lived in Manhattan and 27% lived in the Bronx.  By 2015 these 
relative proportions had been inverted — 46% of all New York City Dominicans lived in the Bronx and 
24% in Manhattan.  There had been a net gain of over 244,000 Dominicans in the Bronx between 
1900 and 2015. 
 
 The other major Latino nationality which heavily contributed to the increase in the Bronx’s population 
was Mexicans.  Although the City’s Mexican population was greater in Brooklyn and Queens by 2015, 
there was a net gain of over 72,000 Mexicans in the Bronx between 1990 and 2015.   Over the same 
period the Bronx’s Puerto Rican population declined by nearly 68,000.  (See table 5 above for these 
data).  
 









Latino Population of New York City, 1990 - 2015         19 
 
 




















Bronx Manhattan Staten Island Brooklyn Queens
1990 2000 2010 2015
Figure 7
























There were significant differences in the sex ratios among the foreign born when the largest Latino 
nationalities in the City are compared.  These ratios, which are expressed in the number of males per 
100 females, suggest very distinctive patterns of migration by sex and nationality.  Among Mexicans 
there was a very clear preponderance of males who arrived and lived in New York City among the 
overall Mexican population and also in the working age category, or persons between 15 and 45 
years of age.  In 1990 there were 163 males for every 100 females among New York City’s Mexican 
population.  The ratio fell to 152 in 2000, 142 in 2010, and 139 in 2015.  Among 15 to 45 year olds, 
there were 149 male Mexicans for every 100 female Mexicans in 2015 indicating the overwhelming 
predominance of males among Mexican migrants to the City. 
 
The only other Latino nationality in which more men than women were evident was among foreign-
born Ecuadorians, although male dominance was not as pronounced.  In fact in 1990 there was parity 
by sex among Ecuadorians who had arrived in the City from Ecuador as the sex ratio was 99. But by 
2000 this ratio was 115 declining slightly to 113 in 2010.  By 2015 the sex ratio among foreign-born 
Ecuadorians increased once again to 124. This suggests that after 1990 more male Ecuadorians 
arrived in the City than females. Within the 15-45 year old age category the sex ratio among 
Ecuadorians was 150 in 2015 which supports the conclusion that more male than female migrants 
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1990 2000 2010 2015
Mexicans
Ecuadorians
Colombians Puerto Ricans Dominicans
Figure 8
Sex Ratios of the Foreign-Born  by Largest Latino Nationalities in New York City, 1990 - 2015
(males per 100 females)
Note: For Puerto Ricans these data are for those born in Puerto Rico.
However, Mexicans and Ecuadorians were the only Latino national subgroups demonstrating male 
demographic majorities.  Among Colombians, Dominicans, and Puerto Ricans females prevailed by 
large margins among those who were foreign born, or in the case of Puerto Ricans those born on the 
island.  This means unequivocally that women migrants predominated.  The sex ratio was 85 among 
foreign-born Colombians in 1990 and 72 in 2015 or 72 males for every 100 females.  Among foreign-
born Dominicans the sex ratio was even more extreme:  it was 80 in 199, fell to 71 in 2010, and then 
increased slightly to 74 in 2015.  Among island-born Puerto Ricans, the sex ratio was 78 in 1990 and 
76 in 2015. Clearly Dominican, Colombian, and Puerto Rican migrants coming to New York City were 
predominantly women. These data are summarized in figures 8 and 9.  Complete data on domestic 
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Mexicans
Ecuadorians
Puerto Ricans Dominicans Colombians
Figure 9
Sex Ratios of the Foreign-Born  by Largest Latino Nationalities in New York City, 1990 - 2015
Ages 15 - 45 (males per 100 females)






























Latinos were the youngest of the major race/ethnic groups in the City.  In 2015 they had a median age 
of 33 compared with 40 among non-Hispanic whites; 40 among non-Hispanic blacks; and 38 among 
Asians.  There were, however, differences in the age structures of the five largest Latino national 
subgroups.  Mexicans, with their high birth and fertility rates, were the youngest with a median age of 
26.  They were followed by Dominicans at 32; Ecuadorians, 33; Puerto Ricans, 37; and Colombians at 
41, the oldest of all Latino nationalities.  Additionally, Latinos had the greatest concentrations of 
people under 15 years of age among the City’s major race/ethnic groups although there were 
considerable variations by Latino nationality with Mexicans having the largest proportion of their 
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Mexicans      10,372 9,592      35,980    22,295    13,685    35,980           71,960 
Colombians 10,628    9,370      19,998    31,558    37,224    68,782           88,780 
Ecuadorians 10,950    10,680    21,630    29,762    30,042    59,804           81,434 
Dominicans 52,745    51,825    104,570  103,236  129,665  232,901      337,471 






















Mexicans      30,915 28,331    59,246    77,225    50,788    128,013      187,259 
Colombians 11,751    13,167    24,918    36,367    48,425    84,792        109,710 
Ecuadorians 18,848    18,096    36,944    60,419    52,534    112,953      149,897 
Dominicans 85,159    82,953    168,112  169,058  210,209  379,267      547,379 






















Mexicans 74,413    70,918    145,331  115,798  81,570    197,368      342,699 
Colombians 17,865    16,422    34,287    28,128    39,369    67,497        101,784 
Ecuadorians 34,255    34,407    68,662    75,273    66,597    141,870      210,532 
Dominicans 111,445  107,139  218,584  161,243  226,013  387,256      605,840 






















Mexicans 93,326    94,185    187,511  109,981  79,056    189,037      376,548 
Colombians 15,335    18,051    33,386    28,597    39,865    68,462        101,848 
Ecuadorians 42,024    39,765    81,789    77,966    63,038    141,004      222,793 
Dominicans 140,464  138,487  278,951  189,186  254,940  444,126      723,077 
Puerto Ricans 257,939  266,385  524,324  76,122    100,100  176,222      700,546 
Note:  For Puerto Ricans foreign-born means born in Puerto Rico.
Table 6
Nativity  by Sex of Five Largest Latino National Sub-groups in New York City, 1990 - 2015
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Percent of New York City's Major Race/Ethnic Groups and Five Largest Latino Nationalities
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Total Citizens Citizen by Birth Naturalized Citizen Not a Citizen
1990 2000 2010 2015
Figure 12
Citizenship Status Among New York City Latinos, 1990 - 2015
(in percentage of all Latinos)
Citizenship and the Electorate 
  
The percentage of Latinos who were U.S. citizens in New York City increased slightly from 74% in 
1990 to 77% in 2015.  The constant arrival of foreign-born migrants offset the numbers of domestic-
born Latinos who were citizens by birth so that the ratios of citizens to non-citizens remained at about 
3 to 1.  What changed was an increase in the relative proportion of all Latinos who were naturalized 
citizens.  In 1990 about 10% of New York City’s Latino population were naturalized citizens; 18% in 
2015. (See figure 12).  With the exception of the Mexican population, with its large foreign-born influx, 
there were sharp declines in the non-citizenship rate among Colombians (from 58% in 1990 to 27% in 
2015); Ecuadorians (58% in 1990 to 39% in 2015); and Dominicans (51% in 1990 to 29% in 2015). 
These declines were the result of a combination of births in the U.S. and naturalization. (See figures 
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1990 2000 2010 2015
Figure 14
Percentage of Latinos who were Citizens by Birth or Naturalized by Nationality, 1990 - 2015




















All Latinos Mexicans Colombians Ecuadorians Dominicans
1990 2000 2010 2015
Figure 13
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1990 2000 2010 2015 1990 2000 2010 2015
Non-Hispanic White 2,470,830 2,085,379 2,075,323 2,063,496 54.1% 44.5% 40.9% 38.0%
Non-Hispanic Black 1,097,530 1,164,353 1,203,686 1,269,691 24.0% 24.8% 23.7% 23.4%
Asian 164,534    308,327    504,625    635,466    3.6% 6.6% 9.9% 11.7%
Latino 829,615    1,018,383 1,174,188 1,324,425 18.2% 21.7% 23.1% 24.4%
Other 5,801        110,895    116,557    134,948    0.1% 2.4% 2.3% 2.5%
Total 4,568,310 4,687,337 5,074,379 5,428,026 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%
Population
Table 7
Composition of New York City Electorate, 1990  - 2015
(citizens 18 years of age and older)
% of Total
 
Even though there was little transformation in the relative rates of citizenships among Latinos, there 
was a substantial increase in the absolute number of citizens who were Latinos.  This had an 
important impact on the shape of the New York City electorate, defined as citizens 18 years of age 
and older and thus eligible to vote. The most important trend in the City’s electorate after 1990 was 
the relative decline of non-Hispanic whites from 54% of all City eligible voters in 1990 to 38% in 2015 
and the increase in the percentage of Latinos from 18% of the NYC electorate in 1990 to 24% in 2015.  
Non-Hispanic blacks remained about the same at 23% of all eligible voters and Asians increased from 
4% to 12% of the City’s electorate between 1990 and 2015, another important development which 
should be noted.  (See table 7). 
  
Latinos made up about one-fifth of all eligible voters in Manhattan (22%) and Queens (23%) in 2015, 
17% in Brooklyn, and 15% in Staten Island, a major rise from the 6% found in 1990.  But the Bronx 
stands out as the one borough where Latinos are poised to become the majority of the electorate.  In 
1990 37% of eligible voters in the Bronx were Hispanics; 50% in 2015.  (See figure 15). 
 
The Latino electorate itself was transformed because of the demographic shifts among the City’s 
Latinos outlined above.  The most important trend was the relative decline of Puerto Ricans as a 
percentage of all Latino voters and the rise of Dominicans.  In 1990 70% of the Latino electorate was 
of Puerto Rican origin and they comprised 13% of the City’s total eligible voters.  But by 2015 Puerto 
Ricans had declined to 40% of the Latino electorate and 10% of the citizen voting-age population in 
the City. Over the same period Dominicans increased from 10% to 26% of all Latino possible voters 
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Bronx Manhattan Staten Island Brooklyn Queens
1990 2000 2010 2015
Figure 15



























The decline of Puerto Ricans in their relative strength as voters was also reflected at the borough 
level.  In the Bronx 83% of all Latinos eligible to vote in 1990 were Puerto Ricans; 47% in 2015.  In 
Manhattan they were 61% of the Latino electorate in 1990; 35% in 2015.  Brooklyn and Queens also 
experienced the relative decline of the Puerto Rican electorate as well. (See table 8).  This process 
was paralleled by the relative increase of Dominicans: from 8% to 36% in the Bronx between 1990 
and 2015; 17% to 36% in Manhattan over the same period; 5% to 18% in Brooklyn.  It was only in 
Queens that Ecuadorians (13%) and Colombians (13%) were a potential major electoral force and 
Mexicans still have had a fairly small presence as eligible voters, their peak at 10% of all eligible 
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Mexicans 1.2% 2.5% 3.9% 2.3% 2.0%
Puerto Ricans 83.0% 61.3% 70.3% 74.5% 46.5%
Colombians 0.3% 1.6% 1.7% 1.3% 10.2%
Ecuadorians 1.0% 1.8% 0.6% 1.6% 5.3%
Dominicans 7.8% 17.2% 3.4% 5.8% 10.8%




Mexicans 1.4% 3.2% 4.9% 3.3% 3.1%
Puerto Ricans 70.2% 45.7% 64.4% 61.7% 33.8%
Colombians 0.5% 1.8% 3.1% 1.8% 13.7%
Ecuadorians 2.4% 3.2% 2.1% 3.3% 10.0%
Dominicans 16.0% 30.3% 3.2% 11.3% 14.9%




Mexicans 2.9% 5.4% 5.8% 8.5% 5.2%
Puerto Ricans 55.6% 35.8% 63.1% 51.3% 28.1%
Colombians 0.6% 2.6% 4.1% 2.3% 12.8%
Ecuadorians 4.9% 3.8% 6.2% 5.2% 12.1%
Dominicans 27.1% 36.4% 4.7% 15.3% 17.7%




Mexicans 4.3% 7.3% 9.5% 10.0% 8.3%
Puerto Ricans 47.3% 35.2% 58.0% 44.5% 25.9%
Colombians 0.6% 2.8% 3.1% 2.2% 13.0%
Ecuadorians 3.8% 2.8% 6.5% 4.5% 12.7%
Dominicans 35.8% 35.6% 8.1% 17.9% 17.2%




Latino Electorate by Borough and Nationality, 1990 - 2015
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Figure 16
Percentage of Population Achieving a B.A. Degree or Higher, 1990 - 2015




In general terms Latinos collectively were the poorest educated of the City’s major race/ethnic groups 
from 1990 to 2015 although there was some evidence of improvement.  By 2015 17% of Latino adults 
25 years of age or older had graduated college compared with 57% of non-Hispanic whites, 42% of 
Asians, and 24% of non-Hispanic blacks.  Additionally 34% of Hispanic adults had not graduated high 
school compared with 25% of Asians, 17% of non-Hispanic blacks, and only 7% of non-Hispanic 
whites.  Nevertheless the college graduation rate for Latinos had increased from 9% in 1990 and the 
non-high school graduation rate had fallen from an extraordinary 51% in 1990 to 34% in 2015. (See 




























The general educational trends when the Latino nationalities are examined individually are similar.  
With the exception of Mexicans who were impacted by the arrival of large number of poorly educated 
foreign-born migrants, each of the other four of the City’s largest Latino national subgroups 
experienced significant improvements in college graduation rates.  Puerto Ricans and Dominicans, 
each had 15% of their adult populations having attained a B.A. degree or higher by 2015 and these 
rates were major improvements from 1990. Mexicans at 13% and Ecuadorians at 14% in 2015 were 
similar. Colombians stand out for the comparatively high rate of college graduation — 27% in 2015. 




Latino Population of New York City, 1990 - 2015         32 
 
 





















1990 2000 2010 2015
Figure 17
Percentage of Population which did not Graduate High School, 1990 - 2015















Puerto Ricans Dominicans Mexicans Ecuadorians Colombians
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Figure 18
Percentage of Population Achieving a B.A. Degree or Higher, 1990 - 2015
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1990 2000 2010 2015
Figure 19
Percentage of Population which did not Graduate High School, 1990 - 2015
by Latino Nationality (population 25 years of age and higher)
 
 
The high school graduation rate also improved but those who had not graduated high school 
remained an appallingly high percentage of each nationality with the exception of Colombians.  Puerto 
Ricans experienced a significant fall in the rate of non-high school graduation from 54% in 1990 to 
29% in 2015.  For Dominicans the drop was from an astounding 60% in 1990 to a still very high 40% 
in 2015, about the same rate as found among Ecuadorians (37%) in the same year.  The arrival of so 
many foreign-born Mexicans meant that non-high school graduation rates were extraordinarily high 




























Yet, these general rates mask the extraordinary differentiations found when these data are parsed by 
sex and nativity.  The greatest factor was nativity.  Domestic-born Latinos among the five largest 
national subgroups had college graduation rates in 2015 which dwarfed those of their foreign-born 
counterparts, even among the poorest educated groups when total populations over 25 years of age 
are considered.  For example, only about 13% of all Mexican adults had graduated college in 2015. 
But in the same year 44% of domestic-born Mexican males and 42% of domestic-born females had 
achieved a B.A. degree or higher. Additionally, in an astounding 66% of all domestic-born Mexican 
males and 71% of females had some college, an Associate degree, or had achieved a B.A.  Only 6% 
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Figure 20
Median Household Income by Race/Ethnicity New York City, 1990 - 2015
(in inflation adjusted 2015 dollars)
 
 
For each nationality there were similar, but not verbatim patterns, although what is most impressive is 
the college graduation rate for domestic-born females.  Among Dominicans 28% of adult women had 
achieved a B.A. degree or higher by 2015 compared with 22% of domestic-born Dominican men. 
Some 39% of Ecuadorian domestic-born women had graduated college compared with 33% of men. 
For Colombians, 32% of U.S. born women and 28% of men had completed a college education. 
Puerto Ricans had the lowest college graduation rates.  Among U.S.-born Puerto Rican women 22% 
had completed a B.A. degree compared with 15% of men. 
 
Additionally, 71% of domestic-born adult Mexican women had attended some college, achieved an 
Associates or B.A. degree or higher compared with 68% of men in 2015.  For Puerto Rican stateside-
born women 55% had at least attended college or graduated with degrees compared with 45% of 
men.  For Colombians 56% of men and 56% of women born in the U.S. had at least attended some 
college.  For Ecuadorians 64% of domestic-born women and 71% of domestic-born men had attended 





Latinos had the lowest median household incomes in New York City from 1990 to 2015 compared 
with the other major race/ethnic groups, and there was only marginal improvement in these medians 
when inflation is factored in.  In fact, the failure to increase median incomes significantly was similar to 
Asians and non-Hispanic blacks.  Only non-Hispanic whites experienced significant increases in real 
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Mexicans Did Not Graduate High School 11.3% 49.7% 9.3% 51.7%
High School Graduate 22.5% 35.3% 19.5% 30.3%
Some College No Degree 16.2% 8.1% 23.6% 7.4%
Associates Degree 5.7% 0.9% 5.4% 1.6%
BA or Higher 44.3% 6.0% 42.1% 9.0%
Some College, AA, or B.A. degree or higher 66.2% 15.0% 71.2% 18.0%
Total 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%
.
Puerto Ricans Did Not Graduate High School 19.4% 47.9% 17.8% 45.4%
High School Graduate 35.2% 28.1% 26.7% 28.3%
Some College No Degree 22.6% 10.5% 22.7% 13.8%
Associates Degree 7.7% 3.8% 11.0% 3.5%
BA or Higher 15.1% 9.8% 21.8% 9.1%
Some College, AA, or B.A. degree or higher 45.4% 24.1% 55.4% 26.4%
Total 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%
Colombians Did Not Graduate High School 12.2% 22.1% 14.7% 21.7%
High School Graduate 31.8% 25.0% 29.2% 33.0%
Some College No Degree 23.4% 16.5% 13.2% 16.2%
Associates Degree 4.9% 5.9% 10.7% 4.7%
BA or Higher 27.8% 30.5% 32.3% 24.4%
Some College, AA, or B.A. degree or higher 56.1% 52.9% 56.1% 45.3%
Total 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%
Ecuadorians Did Not Graduate High School 11.2% 41.7% 8.6% 38.7%
High School Graduate 17.8% 31.9% 27.7% 28.0%
Some College No Degree 30.5% 14.7% 17.4% 13.8%
Associates Degree 7.3% 3.3% 7.9% 6.2%
BA or Higher 33.2% 8.3% 38.6% 13.2%
Some College, AA, or B.A. degree or higher 71.0% 26.4% 63.8% 33.3%
Total 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%
Dominicans Did Not Graduate High School 20.2% 45.9% 15.1% 43.8%
High School Graduate 29.8% 25.3% 19.4% 22.9%
Some College No Degree 23.8% 12.0% 21.4% 14.0%
Associates Degree 4.5% 4.4% 16.4% 6.8%
BA or Higher 21.7% 12.5% 27.7% 12.6%
Some College, AA, or B.A. degree or higher 50.0% 28.9% 65.5% 33.4%
Total 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%
Note: For Puerto Ricans 'foreign-born' means born on the island.
Table 9
Educational Attainment Rates by Sex and Nativity for Five Largest Latino Nationalities in New York City, 2015
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Figure 21
Median Household Income by Latino Nationality for Domestic Born, New York City, 1990 - 2015
(in inflation adjusted 2015 dollars)
 
However, once again nativity was an important variable in measuring median incomes.  With the 
exception of Mexicans, who experienced a decline in median household incomes if they were 
domestic born, Puerto Ricans, Dominicans, Ecuadorians, and Colombians born in the U.S. had 
increases in real median incomes after 1990 although there were declines between 2000 and 2015 
for Ecuadorians and a slight decline for Dominicans. (See figure 21). However, for foreign-born Latino 
households in the five most numerous nationalities, not only were median incomes much lower in 
absolute terms than found among the U.S. born, but there was little improvement between 1990 and 
2010. This suggests that foreign-born Latinos arriving in New York City had lower skill levels and 
educational attainment. It also indicates that it was difficult in general for foreign-born Latinos to 




























If household heads are considered by both nativity and sex not only did males earn higher incomes 
than females whether domestic or foreign born, but domestic-born males and females always had 
median household incomes which were greater than the foreign born. (Complete data are provided in 
table 10). 
 
When the distribution of household income is delineated by income categories Latinos had the 
greatest concentrations of households earning less than $20,000 annually and the smallest proportion 
of overall New York City households earning more than $75,000 annually than the other race/ethnic 
groups. Some 19% of all Latino households earned less than $20,000 in 2015, an improvement from 
the 26% found in 1990. In 2015 15% of non-Hispanic black households, 10% of Asian, and 9% of 
non-Hispanic white households were found in this lower-income category. (See figure 23). 
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Figure 22
Median Household Income by Latino Nationality for Foreign Born, New York City, 1990 - 2015
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Figure 23
Percentage of Households Earning Less than $20,000 Annually by Race/Ethnicity
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Male Female Male Female
Mexican 60,440$       53,571$       54,945$       41,850$       
Puerto Rican 45,183$       40,293$       45,788$       32,092$       
Colombian 70,330$       64,233$       58,608$       40,244$       
Ecuadorian 36,630$       27,147$       57,692$       36,384$       
Dominican 65,934$       29,304$       49,451$       23,810$       
Male Female Male Female
Mexican 70,513$       53,627$       50,921$       37,463$       
Puerto Rican 47,175$       43,013$       41,209$       29,415$       
Colombian 73,815$       67,988$       58,553$       42,804$       
Ecuadorian 52,031$       58,275$       56,888$       40,238$       
Dominican 55,500$       38,503$       48,424$       29,138$       
Male Female Male Female
Mexican 79,088$       67,710$       48,840$       33,256$       
Puerto Rican 50,172$       44,100$       39,960$       28,860$       
Colombian 76,163$       54,945$       68,265$       42,890$       
Ecuadorian 55,500$       62,660$       54,394$       43,568$       
Dominican 55,500$       47,175$       44,400$       29,970$       
Male Female Male Female
Mexican 87,400$       56,500$       47,700$       30,600$       
Puerto Rican 65,602$       38,000$       28,400$       19,100$       
Colombian 81,000$       62,050$       59,300$       36,550$       
Ecuadorian 74,650$       71,900$       50,000$       40,000$       
Dominican 60,550$       43,000$       39,000$       25,000$       
2015
Domestic Born Foreign Born
Table 10
Median Household income for Household Heads
by Nativity and Sex, New York City 1990 - 2015
1990
Domestic Born Foreign Born
(in inflation adjusted 2015 dollars)
Domestic Born Foreign Born
2000
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Figure 24
Percentage of Households Earning More than $75,000 Annually by Race Ethnicity
in New York City, 1990 - 2015 (in inflation adjusted 2015 dollars)
 
There was a relative increase in the percentage of all Latino households earning more than $75,000 
from 1990 (24%) to 2015 (34%).  However, these percentages were much lower than non-Hispanic 
black households in which about a third were in this income category between 1990 (35%) and 2015 
(44%).  In 2015 60% of non-Hispanic white households and 49% of the City’s Asian households 
earned $75,000 or greater.  (See figure 24 and table 11 for complete income distribution data by 




























Puerto Ricans and Dominicans were the City’s poorest Latino national subgroups and this was 
despite the arrival of so many foreign-born Mexican immigrants between 1990 and 2015.  
Additionally, they had smaller percentages of their households in the upper income-earning 
categories.  Some 23% of Puerto Rican and 24% of Dominican households earned incomes of less 
than $20,000 in 2015 while for Mexicans, Ecuadorians, and Colombians between 11 and 14% of less 
of all households were in this category.  In the $75,000 and over category there were fewer relative 
households among Puerto Ricans (37%), Dominicans (26%), and Mexicans (29%) than Ecuadorians 
(38%) and Colombians (47%).  (See figures 25 and 26 and table 12 for complete data). 
 
These data on income distribution structures underline the fact that it is impossible to generalize 
about “Latinos” in the City and that even references to particular nationalities as if they were 
homogeneous are difficult.  This is because of a clear social structure within all Latinos and each 
nationality based on income.  There were wealthy Latinos, even if they were not as wealthy as non-
Hispanic whites, poor Latinos mired in poverty, and there were those at varying income levels in the 
middle. 
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1990 2000 2010 2015 1990 2000 2010 2015
Less than 10,000 4.2% 4.3% 3.5% 3.1% 10.5% 11.4% 8.4% 6.5%
10,000-19,999 7.2% 8.0% 7.9% 6.1% 9.1% 9.5% 9.9% 8.9%
20,000-29,999 6.3% 6.6% 7.2% 6.4% 8.7% 9.1% 10.3% 8.2%
30,000-39,999 6.8% 7.3% 6.8% 5.7% 10.1% 10.4% 9.7% 8.2%
40,000-49,999 7.9% 6.7% 6.6% 5.1% 9.1% 8.9% 9.1% 7.3%
50,000-74,999 18.0% 16.8% 14.2% 14.0% 17.9% 18.3% 17.1% 17.1%
75,000-99,999 15.2% 13.9% 12.3% 12.2% 13.7% 12.7% 11.1% 13.1%
100,000 - 199,999 25.1% 25.1% 25.4% 29.7% 16.7% 16.8% 17.6% 24.9%
200,000 + 9.4% 11.3% 16.2% 17.8% 4.1% 2.9% 6.8% 5.8%
Total 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%
1990 2000 2010 2015 1990 2000 2010 2015
Less than 10,000 3.9% 4.1% 3.9% 3.1% 12.5% 11.7% 9.3% 7.6%
10,000-19,999 6.8% 9.5% 9.9% 7.3% 13.7% 12.5% 13.0% 11.5%
20,000-29,999 8.9% 9.9% 10.3% 9.2% 10.8% 11.2% 11.8% 10.9%
30,000-39,999 9.5% 9.5% 9.1% 9.4% 10.7% 11.2% 10.5% 10.7%
40,000-49,999 9.6% 8.8% 8.0% 6.7% 10.1% 9.8% 9.0% 8.3%
50,000-74,999 19.0% 18.1% 17.1% 15.6% 18.1% 18.6% 17.2% 16.8%
75,000-99,999 16.0% 13.0% 13.0% 11.5% 11.0% 11.2% 9.6% 11.3%
100,000 - 199,999 21.5% 20.9% 21.6% 25.6% 10.8% 11.7% 14.5% 18.3%
200,000 + 4.8% 6.1% 7.1% 11.6% 2.2% 2.0% 5.1% 4.6%
Total 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%
Non-Hispanic Whites Non-Hispanic Blacks
Asians Latinos
Table 11
Distribution of Household Income by Race/Ethnicity New York City 1990 - 2015
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Figure 25
Percentage of Households Earning Less than $20,000 Annually by Latino Nationality


















Puerto Ricans Dominicans Mexicans Ecuadorians Colombians
1990 2000 2010 2015
Figure 26
Percentage of Households Earning More than $75,000 Annually by Latino Nationality
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1990 2000 2010 2015 1990 2000 2010 2015 1990 2000 2010 2015
Less than 10,000 17.0% 16.9% 15.1% 10.9% 12.5% 11.7% 9.3% 8.7% 3.7% 4.5% 5.4% 3.1%
10,000-19,999 15.8% 14.8% 15.3% 12.2% 16.6% 13.3% 14.3% 15.4% 7.7% 8.3% 8.2% 7.8%
20,000-29,999 10.6% 10.9% 11.2% 8.4% 12.3% 12.5% 12.9% 13.9% 10.9% 9.8% 11.3% 8.3%
30,000-39,999 9.7% 9.8% 9.1% 9.3% 11.8% 12.5% 12.3% 11.5% 11.4% 11.4% 9.4% 10.3%
40,000-49,999 9.1% 8.7% 7.7% 8.1% 11.0% 11.2% 11.0% 8.5% 11.9% 11.8% 6.0% 7.6%
50,000-74,999 16.6% 16.0% 13.3% 14.5% 17.5% 18.1% 19.3% 16.3% 23.2% 22.0% 21.2% 16.0%
75,000-99,999 10.2% 10.6% 8.6% 11.0% 8.9% 9.8% 8.1% 9.2% 14.6% 12.5% 11.1% 13.4%
100,000 - 199,999 9.1% 10.8% 13.1% 20.8% 8.3% 9.2% 10.3% 13.9% 14.8% 16.1% 21.9% 25.4%
200,000 + 2.0% 1.4% 6.5% 4.8% 1.1% 1.7% 2.5% 2.6% 1.8% 3.6% 5.4% 8.0%
Total 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%
1990 2000 2010 2015 1990 2000 2010 2015
Less than 10,000 4.4% 6.0% 4.4% 4.6% 5.6% 5.2% 3.6% 5.0%
10,000-19,999 6.6% 10.0% 12.6% 9.5% 11.1% 8.2% 9.4% 7.8%
20,000-29,999 10.2% 11.2% 12.9% 15.5% 9.8% 10.6% 10.8% 10.0%
30,000-39,999 11.2% 12.6% 12.4% 14.8% 10.8% 10.8% 8.8% 8.7%
40,000-49,999 11.7% 10.2% 9.6% 7.5% 10.3% 10.3% 9.7% 10.8%
50,000-74,999 18.7% 21.6% 18.2% 19.0% 21.1% 22.2% 21.0% 19.9%
75,000-99,999 16.1% 13.3% 9.9% 11.2% 13.3% 16.4% 11.0% 14.9%
100,000 - 199,999 17.2% 13.3% 15.6% 13.7% 16.8% 14.9% 21.9% 19.1%
200,000 + 3.9% 1.9% 4.5% 4.1% 1.2% 1.5% 3.8% 3.7%
Total 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%
Mexicans Ecuadorians
Table 12
Distribution of Household Income by Latino Nationality, New York City, 1990 - 2015
(in percentages of all households and in inflation adjusted 2015 dollars)






Although poverty rates declined from one-third of all Latinos in 1990 to 27% in 2015, the Hispanic 
population of New York City had the highest poverty rates of any of the major race/ethnic groups.  
Nevertheless these had fallen from 33% in 1990. For non-Hispanic whites the rate was 12% in 2015; 
20% for non-Hispanic blacks; and 16% for Asians.  (See figure 27). Worse still, the poverty rates for 
Latino children 14 years of age and younger were the highest in the City at 37% in 2015 although 
there had been a decline from an astronomical 45% in 1990.  In 2015 this compared with a childhood 
poverty rate of 18% for non-Hispanic whites, 27% for non-Hispanic blacks, and 19% for Asian 
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Figure 27
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Figure 28
Childhood Poverty Rates in New York City by Race/Ethnicity, 1990 - 2015
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Figure 29
Poverty Rates in New York City by Latino Nationality, 1990 - 2015
 
 
Among the five major Latino nationalities there was a marginal decline an important decline in the 
poverty rates for Puerto Ricans from 39% in 1990 to 29% in 2015. Ecuadorians and Colombians 
between 1990 and 2015 experienced slight increases in overall poverty; an increase among Mexican 
households from 25% in 1990 to 33% in 2015; and a decline among Dominicans from 38% to 33% 
although there was increase in poverty between 2010 and 2015.  Ecuadorians (22%) and Colombians 
(19%) had significantly lower poverty rates than the three other Latino national subgroups in 2015. 


























Childhood poverty rates were near catastrophic for Puerto Ricans in 1990 at 52% but fell dramatically 
between 2010 and 2015 to 31%, although the particular reasons are not clear. Childhood poverty 
among Mexicans was the highest in the City among Latinos at 48% in 2015 while Dominicans had 
43% of all children living in poverty compared with 32% of Ecuadorian children and a rate of 27% for 
Colombians in 2015. (See figure 30). Complete age-specific poverty rates from 1990 - 2015 are found 
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Figure 30
Childhood Poverty Rates in New York City by Latino Nationality, 1990 - 2015
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0-14 15-44 45-59 60 +
Non-Hispanic Whites 14.1% 9.7% 7.0% 13.0%
Non-Hispanic Blacks 34.9% 22.9% 15.9% 26.1%
Asians 17.3% 16.3% 11.7% 18.3%
Latinos 45.4% 29.7% 22.5% 29.6%
0-14 15-44 45-59 60 +
Non-Hispanic Whites 17.4% 13.1% 9.2% 16.1%
Non-Hispanic Blacks 35.4% 24.6% 19.0% 25.6%
Asians 23.1% 19.5% 14.1% 22.3%
Latinos 41.2% 29.2% 24.5% 31.2%
0-14 15-44 45-59 60 +
Non-Hispanic Whites 20.0% 13.4% 9.2% 12.2%
Non-Hispanic Blacks 33.5% 23.2% 19.0% 21.4%
Asians 24.1% 18.7% 16.2% 21.6%
Latinos 39.6% 27.2% 21.4% 27.0%
0-14 15-44 45-59 60 +
Non-Hispanic Whites 17.9% 11.3% 10.3% 12.3%
Non-Hispanic Blacks 27.2% 20.1% 18.7% 15.8%
Asians 19.4% 15.7% 13.9% 17.6%
Latinos 36.7% 24.7% 23.5% 26.8%
0-14 15-44 45-59 60 +
Mexicans 33.6% 21.8% 16.8% 25.6%
Puerto Ricans 51.8% 35.0% 27.4% 36.2%
Colombians 19.6% 15.9% 11.0% 21.2%
Ecuadorians 30.8% 17.9% 11.9% 23.1%
Dominicans 50.7% 33.9% 26.2% 27.9%
0-14 15-44 45-59 60 +
Mexicans 41.8% 30.6% 28.6% 32.0%
Puerto Ricans 45.8% 33.1% 28.4% 36.9%
Colombians 24.5% 21.1% 17.5% 17.7%
Ecuadorians 28.5% 22.0% 16.7% 24.2%
Dominicans 43.2% 31.0% 25.9% 30.3%
0-14 15-44 45-59 60 +
Mexicans 43.0% 29.5% 15.8% 28.2%
Puerto Ricans 48.7% 34.0% 27.2% 32.5%
Colombians 21.3% 14.5% 15.9% 16.3%
Ecuadorians 31.8% 18.1% 14.7% 19.0%
Dominicans 38.2% 26.2% 23.0% 28.1%
0-14 15-44 45-59 60 +
Mexicans 48.1% 28.1% 26.0% 24.0%
Puerto Ricans 31.4% 25.1% 27.2% 28.1%
Colombians 26.5% 16.4% 16.1% 15.2%
Ecuadorians 31.7% 16.4% 16.4% 17.9%






Age-Specific Poverty Rates by Race/Ethnicity and
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Figure 31
Unemployment Rates by Race/Ethnicity New York City, 1990 - 2015
(population ages 16 - 60)
Employment and Unemployment 
 
Measuring unemployment is not as straight forward as it may appear because unemployment rates 
are calculated considering only those people who are actively seeking work.  In order to evaluate 
labor markets it is important to also consider those people who are designated as out of the work 
force regardless of reason, and to focus upon the core of the working age population — individuals 
between ages 16 and 60.  The U.S. Census Bureau does not delineate the precise reasons that 
people are not seeking work. 
 
Latinos in New York City had an unemployment rate in 2015 at 7% a marked improvement from the 
9% of 2010 and a testimony to the economic recovery of the Obama presidency. This compared with 
unemployment among non-Hispanic blacks at 8%, non-Hispanic whites (4%) and Asians at 5%. (See 
figure 31). 
 
The Latino ‘out-of-the-workforce’ rate in 2015 of 28% marks a decrease from the 31% of Latinos not 
seeking work in 2010. For non-Hispanic whites the rate was 21%, the lowest in New York City; for 
non-Hispanic blacks it was 28%, the same as for Latinos; for Asians the out-of-the workforce rate was 
also 28% in 2015. (See figure 32). There was a striking similarity among all race and ethnic groups in 
the City with respect to those who were not looking for jobs, although the precise reasons are not 
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Figure 32
Out of the Work Force Rates by Race/Ethnicity New York City, 1990 - 2015


























Mexicans and Ecuadorians had the lowest unemployment rates among the largest Latino nationalities 
in the City at 4% in 2015.  Puerto Ricans and Colombians had unemployment rates of 7% each, 
significant declines from 2010, followed by Dominicans at 8%, also a major decrease from the 11% 
found in 2010.  (See figure 33).   
 
There were sharp differences in the out of the work force rate in 2015.  Puerto Ricans (35%) had the 
highest rate well above Dominicans (28%), Mexicans (27%), Ecuadorians (22%), and Colombians 
(20%), (See figure 34). When these data are analyzed by sex the differentials among males were 
even more exaggerated.  Some 34% of all Puerto Rican men between the ages of 16 and 60 were out 
of the work force in 2015 and 24% of Dominican males were also not looking for work.  This may be 
contrasted with Mexican males (14%), Ecuadorians (14%), and Colombians at 15% in 2015 between 
16 and 60 years of age who were not seeking employment. 
 
For women, however, Mexicans had the highest out of the work force rates at 42% in 2015 compared 
with 36% of Puerto Rican women.  About 31% of Dominican women were not seeking work; for 
Ecuadorian females the rate was 32%. For Colombian women it was 24%. The precise reasons for 
these differentials by sex are not revealed by the extant data.  However, given the high birth and 
fertility rates for Mexican women discussed previously it is likely that their high out of the work force 
rate may be linked to greater child-care responsibilities than among the other Latino nationalities.  The 
high out of the work force rate among Puerto Rican and Dominican males is a topic which deserves 
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Figure 33
Unemployment Rates by Latino Nationality New York City, 1990 - 2015
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Figure 34
Out of the Work Force Rates by Latino Nationality New York City, 1990 - 2015
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Figure 35
Out of the Work Force Rates by Latino Nationality and Sex New York City, 1990 - 2010
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76% 75% 76% 77%
25% 25% 24% 23%
1990 2000 2010 2015
Does not Speak English or Does not Speak Well Speaks only English, well or very well
Figure 36
English Language Ability for all Latinos in New York City, 1990 - 2015




Because of the large influx of foreign-born migrants from Mexico, Ecuador, and the Dominican 
Republic the percentage of Latinos who spoke English well, very well, or exclusively did not change 
very much between 1990 and 2015, hovering around three-quarters of the City’s total Latino 
population. (See figure 36).  Over the same period there was a slight drop in the dominant language 
spoken at home by all Latinos from the 88% of all households who spoke predominantly Spanish in 
1990 to 83% in which Spanish was the dominant language in 2015.  Thus, bilingualism was a 
prominent trait within New York’s Latino communities as a large proportion of Latinos spoke English 
with competency but generally spoke Spanish at home. (See figure 37). However, with the 






































Latino Population of New York City, 1990 - 2015         52 
 
 





1990 2000 2010 2015
English Spanish
Figure 37
Language Spoken at Home for all Latinos in New York City, 1990 - 2015


























There were gradual improvements in English language skills among the other major Latino national 
subgroups between 1990 and 2015 in the City. Among Puerto Ricans 92% reported speaking English 
well or better in 2015; the rate was 78% for Colombians; and about two-thirds of all Dominicans and 
Ecuadorians had good English language abilities. For Mexicans the rate in 2015 was 71% a 
significant increase from 1990. Each of the latter three groups had about a third of their overall 
populations who did not speak English well or at all. (See figure 38). 
 
Bilingualism, indicated by the use of Spanish at home, was the norm for all national groups, although 
Puerto Ricans stand out because of a significant decline in the use of Spanish at home.  In 1990 87% 
of all Puerto Rican households used Spanish as the dominant language at home even though 84% 
reported good English language skills.  But by 2015 68% of all Puerto Ricans reported speaking 
Spanish at home with 92% reporting good English language skills.  From another perspective about 
one-third of Puerto Ricans reported speaking English at home in 2015. 
 
Puerto Ricans, of course, are the oldest Latino national sub group in the City, and as more and more 
Puerto Ricans are born in the U.S. and as there has been a secular decrease in the number of Puerto 
Ricans born on the island living in the City, it is apparent that a major change has been underway in 
language choice at home.  It is likely that this pattern will eventually be reproduced in the future with 
other Latino nationalities — the predominance of bilingualism but with a gradually increasing 
percentage of households using English at home especially among those who were born in the U.S. 
(See figure 39). Indeed among Puerto Ricans born on the U.S. mainland, 20% reported speaking 
English at home in 1990 and 41% in 2015.   
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English Language Ability for Latinos in New York City by Nationality, 1990 - 2010




















Puerto Ricans Dominicans Mexicans Ecuadorians Colombians
1990 2000 2010 2015
Speaks only English, Well or Very Well


















































Latino Population of New York City, 1990 - 2015         54 
 
 





















Language Spoken at Home for Latinos in New York City by Nationality, 1990 - 2015
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Non-Hispanic Whites Non-Hispanic Blacks Asians Latinos
Figure 40
Health Insurance Coverage by Race/Ethnicity New York City, 2015
(in percentage of total populations)
Health Insurance 
 
The 2015 American Community Survey data have included information on health insurance coverage, 
as this has become a political and health issue of national importance.  In New York City Latinos had 
the highest rate of uninsured people compared with the other race/ethnic groups at 14%, although a 
fairly high percentage had some kind of insurance (86%).  (See figure 40). 
 
Puerto Ricans were the most covered nationality with 94% possessing some kind of health coverage, 
while Mexicans were the group with the lowest percentage of insured persons at 68%. There was 
clearly a direct correlation between those nationalities which had greater percentages of their overall 
populations who had arrived recently and lower rates of health insurance coverage.  Ecuadorians, the 
second most numerous group of recently arrived migrants also had the second lowest rate of health 
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Map 3: Distribution of Puerto Ricans by New York City Census Tracts, 2014 
Map Appendix 
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Map 4: Distribution of Dominicans by New York City Census Tracts, 2014 
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Map 5: Distribution of Mexicans by New York City Census Tracts, 2014 
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Map 6: Distribution of Ecuadorians by New York City Census Tracts, 2014 
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Map 7: Distribution of Colombians by New York City Census Tracts, 2014 
